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' spontaneous generation' to be thus vitiated,
cannot accept it They know full well that the
chemist now prepares from inorganic matter a
vast array of substances, which were some time
ago regarded as the sole products of vitality.
They are intimately acquainted with the
structural power of matter, as evidenced in the
phenomena of crystallisation. They can justify
scientifically their belief in its potency, under
the proper conditions, to produce organisms.
But in reply to your question, they will frankly
admit their inability to point to any satisfactory
experimental proof that life can be developed,
save from demonstrable antecedent life." 1

What is the justification for this belief that
non-living matter can, under proper conditions,
produce organisms ?

There is a substance ealled acetylene^ the
molecule of which is made of two atoms of
carbon, holding together by two hooks from
each, and four atoms of hydrogen each holding
on by its one hook to a carbon atom. It
is made by driving hydrogen between the
tremendously hot carbon points of an electric
light; directly, therefore, from the elements,
If we make acetylene pass through a red-hot
tube, we shall get what is called benzene. A
molecule of benzene is a game of round-the-
mulberry-tree played by six carbon atoms, each
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